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POINT 3 


Toc H is about people. Founded in 1915, Toc H 
fights to break down barriers by challenging 
individuals’ preconceptions of others and the 
divisions which exist in society. While its work is 
based on Christian principles, all faiths and none 
are recognised and accepted. 

Toc H works with people from all walks of life, 
tackling social problems such as loneliness, isolation 
or deprivation through an approach which focuses 
on self-help and taking responsibility for oneself and 
the local community. 

Toc H uses the model of the compass to emphasise 
four personal challenges which are the inspiration 
for its membership. The Four Points of the Toc H 
Compass are: 

| Friendship: ‘To Love Widely’ 

to ‘welcome all in friendship”. 

2 Service: ‘To Build Bravely’ 

to ‘give personal service’. 

3 Fairmindedness: ‘To Think Fairly’ 

to ‘listen always to the views of others’. 

4 The Kingdom of God: ‘To Witness Humbly’ 
to ‘acknowledge the spiritual nature of man’. 

Point 3 is the magazine of Toc H, and derives 
its title from the third Point of the Toc H Compass. 
It acts as a vehicle for communication between 
staff and members, informing, encouraging and 


stimulating readers on topical and relevant issues. 
Contributions are welcome from any group or 
individual involved in Toc H. 
Editor: Sarah Claridge 
Toc H Central Services, | Forest Close, 
Wendover, Bucks HP22 6BT 
Tel: 01296 623911 Fax: 01296 696137 


Forthcoming copy deadlines: 

July issue - 26th May 
September issue - 28th july 
October issue - 25th August 

* A full copy of the current Editorial Policy is available on 
request from the Editor. 

* The opinions expressed are those of the individual contributors 
and not necessarily those of the Editor or Toc H. 

* While Point 3 is made available to all members and staff free 
of charge, a voluntary contribution towards the cost of 
production and mailing is welcomed. 

* Printed on chlorine-free, environmentally-friendly paper. 

Cover Photo: 'Camival Cows’ - extract of a photo showing 

the Toc H float at the Poperinge Carnival. 

Toc H is an active Movement of people practising 
reconciliation by being open to all in friendship, 
offering service in the community, confronting 

intolerance and prejudice, and discovering a faith 
to live by. We bring the Toc H experience to as 

many people as possible to develop personal 
growth and build caring communities. 


Registered Charity No. 211042 


ARE YOU A BUDDING 
JOURNALIST? 


Do you covet a life in the media? 
Are you hankering to become a hack? 


If so, the role of Point 3 Correspondent may 
interest you. | am looking to recruit a handful of 
volunteers willing to keep their ‘ear to the ground’ 
in order to gather articles and feedback views and 
items of Toc H news to me, here at Wendover. My 
goal is to build up a national network of 
correspondents - ideally one representing each 
Toc H Region and/or each expression of Toc H. 
Each correspondent would keep me informed of 
the events happening either in their locality or in 
the aspect of Toc H in which they are involved 

(eg Projects, Cameos, Families and People under 
Pressure scheme, etc.). They would supply reports 
and articles from time to time and themselves build 
up and foster a network of potential contributors. 
Sounds appealing? Have a look through the list 
below of qualities | suggest make a good 
correspondent and, if you like the idea, drop 

me a line or ring me at Central Services for 

further details. 


e an enthusiasm for Toc H work and activities 

e good, regular contact with Toc H members in 
your Region/locality 

e a willingness to approach people for articles 
(and to remind them about promised ones!) 

e an eye and an ear for a good or unusual story 

e an interest in writing/notetaking on issues 
relating to Toc H, its philosophy and activities 


Don't worry if you don't consider yourself a 
particularly good writer - if you can supply me with 4 


the notes and ideas | can shape them into an article y/ 
for you. ff 


I look forward to hearing from you. $ 


= US 


Sarah Claridge \ 
Communications Officer/Editor 


PS. Remember - Martin Bell and Kate Adie both 
had to start somewhere! 


if Project was run to enter a float in Poperinge’s annual carnival parade - no 
mean feat considering it is a national event and the other entrants had come from all over 


Belgium. By all accounts it was a huge success, culminating in Toc H winning first prize. 


Two project volunteers send us their reports: 


POPERINGE CARNIVAL 1997 


CHRONICLES OF A 
POTENTIAL INTERNATIONAL INCIDENT 


hen Sally Simms suggests going to 
Belgium and dressing up like a Cow 
with B.S.E. you immediately start to 


imagine international farming disputes, lorry 
barricades and Douglas Hogg sternly 
condoning the exploits of such thoughtless 
idiots belittling what is an exceptionally serious 
episode in British health and farming history. 
“OK Sally, sounds like a great idea. See you in 
Belgium”. How could | refuse? 

What started off as a chance comment at 
the Poperinge Children's Christmas Party 
Project, between Sally and An Kestier (Tubby's 
Group), had snowballed into Toc H entering a 
float in the annual Poperinge Carnival with the 
theme of mad cows. Apparently the theme - 
Tubby's Group's idea - was [=== 
to poke fun at us Brits. 
Well, we were game. The 
‘we’ refers to eight 
volunteers, ranging from 
two for whom this was 
their first contact with 
Toc H, to Sally Simms 
and Anne Puddicombe, 
stalwarts of the movement, 
who were to lead the 
British contingent into the breach. 

Most of the important components of our 
float had already been prepared by Tubby's 
Group over the two months since Christmas. 
Much papier máché had been used to beautifully 
construct the star of the float, a very unusual 
Friesian cow posed magnificently amongst 
chickens and sheep in a rather picturesque 
farmyard scene. You had to see it to believe it! 

Appropriate signs to explain who we were, 
still had to be made and major last-minute 
problems associated with the public-address 
system for the music had to be overcome. The 
volunteers had been asked to bring plain black 
clothes which were transformed into mad 
cows by the addition of a swishy tail, various 
shapes and sizes of white material patches and 


A line up of mad cows! 


an appropriately placed udder (an inflated 
surgical glove). The cow masks had already 
been manufactured by the Flemish contingent 
and were very impressive. Altogether about 
15 mad-cow costumes were completed on 
the Saturday and Sunday morning ready for 
the carnival on the Sunday at 3pm. The 
costumes included Mr and Mrs Mad Cow and 
a special calf (Sally’s daughter) who were to 
accompany the animals on the float as King 
and Queen of the farmyard. 

An Kestier had made 400 publicity cards 
attached to balloons, and one volunteer spent 
1!/ days virtually single-handedly manufacturing 
confetti using a hole punch. We had also 
quickly rehearsed a short marching routine so 
that we at least appeared to know what we 
were 199/08; As we arrived at the start of the 
Carnival parade in 
fabulous sunshine, we 
| were suddenly aware that 
| we had become part of a 
very large venture which 
included 45 very 
professional and expensive 
floats from all over 
Belgium. The atmosphere 
was electric. People were 
there to have a good time 

- us included. Toc H was definitely 
alive, and not only kicking but screaming, 
laughing and mooing, during the 2'/ hours of 
the parade. Thousands of people lined the 
streets of Poperinge. lt took less than 20 
minutes to hand out the publicity materials, 
but we still had plenty of confetti which was 
sprinkled liberally on anything that moved. 

By the end of it all we were absolutely 
shattered but glowing with excitement, as we 
all felt that we had put Toc H firmly on the 
map. We knew that our presence had made 
some kind of impact. Exactly how much 
impact was to be revealed by the town 
dignitaries at the prize giving ceremony. The 
carnival atmosphere was still in full swing as 
the winners of each category were 


POPERINGE CARNIVAL 1997 ... 


announced. We were already on a high from 
the atmosphere and the satisfaction of a job 
well done. That high went ballistic when Sally 
and An were asked up on to the stage to 
receive first prize for our efforts. Yes, FIRST 
PRIZE of 18,000 Bfr (about £375). 

On a reflective note we achieved much 
more than raising the profile and a bit of cash 
for Toc H that weekend. In true Toc H spirit 
we shared our lives with people from another 
country working for a common goal. We also 
took time out to visit the Menin Gate and 
some of the war memorials, where we could 
reflect upon the roots of Toc H. Perhaps most 
importantly the British and Flemish groups 
seem to have re-energised one another, 
providing the necessary support to keep on 
working for Toc H in more Projects. We've 
got an awful lot to live up to next year! 

Dave Claxton 


spp Ie A aL a 


DRESSING UP AS A MAD COW... 


was delighted when Sarah and | were 
i invited to join this project to find out 
more about Toc H, but | have to confess 
to a degree of apprehension at having to 
dress up as a mad cow to enter a carnival. 
Did | really need to go to such lengths to 
discover what the organisation was all about? 
Well the answer was clearly yes. | gained a 
wonderful insight into the philosophy of 
Toc H and the relevance of the four points of 
the compass. 


Friendship: “To Love Widely”. Everyone | 
met was friendly and welcoming. lt was easy 
to understand how Talbot House became such 
an important feature in the lives of the soldiers 
of World War |. The relaxed atmosphere is 
maintained today and enhanced, in particular, 
by the self-catering set-up which plays an 
integral part in encouraging social interaction. 
You can't help but be friendly. 

Service: “To Build Bravely’. We had a job to 
do. We were encouraged and motivated to 
get on and do it by the determination and 
enthusiasm of Tubby's Poperinge Group which 
had already invested a lot of time and money 


continued 


into building the float. We had to win. Yes, the 
did need white spots on their lower 

we did need to practice the dance 
and get it right to impress the judges. There 
was to be no slacking, and yes, our efforts did 
pay off - we won! Being so stiff from dancing 
for two hours that | could hardly walk for two 
weeks was a small price to pay for the 
satisfaction of achieving our goal. 
Fair-mindedness: ‘To Think Fairly’. In this 
regard | had the most beautiful and humbling 
experience. One of the children was helping to 
make confetti. He was chattering away in 
Flemish and | have to confess to making little 
effort to understand him. | then noticed that he 
was repeating the same few words over and 
over again, very slowly. At this point l asked 
one of the Belgians what he was saying. He 
was asking what language | spoke. | felt quite 
ashamed that | had not tried to talk to him and 
that he at the age of four had had to make the 
first move. This little boy taught me so much. 


The Kingdom of God: ‘To Witness Humbly”. 
There were two different experiences that 
were memorable. One was the carnival itself, a 
vehicle for bringing a whole community 
together to share fun and enjoyment. | felt 
privileged to be there and felt very much a part 
of it. The second was learning about, and 
experiencing, something of the history of 

Toc H. | was moved to tears as they played the 
Last Post at the Menin Gate. Yet on the tour of 
the Ypres Salient | found myself trying to make 
sense of the war; to understand the relative 
positions of the Generals and the Foot Soldiers; 
to understand if and why war was necessary to 
restore and maintain a balance in the world. 
Most of all | was strangely awestruck by the 
way in which nature takes over and life goes on 
showing the insignificance of mankind in the 
greater scheme of things. But for the war 
graves, you would never know that anything 
had happened. 

My conclusion - Toc H is truly remarkable 
and | hope to be able to be involved in many 
more Projects. Thank you to everyone 
concerned for a most enjoyable experience. 

Julia Pentalow 
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In ves. orse to my recent appeal for articles readers have responded with some 


excellent pieces of creative writing, which I hope to publish over the next few months. 
The first, by Florence Hawthorne, provides a vivid insight into events in Hong Kong, 
made more poignant by this month's handover of the island to Chinese rule. SC 


A VIEW FROM A WINDOW 


looking out across the China Sea to Hong 
Kong Island, the most important trading 
centre in the Far East. 

The view is a very famous one, which 
when you first see it takes your breath away. 
Before me is the harbour and then the 
business district of Hong Kong built on land, 
much of which has been reclaimed from the 
sea. The buildings are tall and stately, the 
tallest being the Bank of China with the Hong 
Kong and Shanghai Bank nearby, whose 
building is said to be the most up-to-date and 
expensive in the world. There are many 
other important and distinguished buildings to 
be seen, and behind them all is the Peak, the 
green slopes making a pleasant background 
to my view. The Peak is the beauty spot of 
Hong Kong. Once you reach the top there 
are fantastic views and beautiful walks. On its 
slopes the wealthy have their homes, but 
there is extensive parkland for all to enjoy. 

Once, in the days of Queen Victoria, this 
island was referred to as that “Barren Island”. 
Now it is a dynamic city, busy and full of life - 
a tribute to human achievement. 

Russell Spurr in his book “Over Hong Kong” 
describes Hong Kong as much more than a 
place. It is an attitude to life. “Here,” he says, 
“In one small unlikely enclave on the coast of 
Southern China are forces so dynamic that in 
the dying decade of the 20th century visiting 
economists marvel at the vitality and hail the 
colony as a signpost to the future”. 

It was Christmas time when | was last 
alone in this flat looking out of the window. 
The streets were full of people, all laughing 
and talking. At Christmas time the view from 
this window was spectacular. Hong Kong was 
a blaze of colour in the evening. À million 
coloured lights could be seen. Every building 
was decorated with lights, each trying to 
outdo the other with its splendour. Everyone 


¡ sit alone in my daughter’s flat in Kowloon, 


The view from the Peak on Hong Kong Island 


was in good spirits. It was just like fairy land. 
There was nowhere else quite like Hong 
Kong. The harbour was also a blaze of 
colour and all the boats were lit up and the 
reflection of their lights in the water gave it 
a magical appearance. 

Tonight was very different. | could sense 
an atmosphere. There were no smiling 
faces. There was sadness everywhere. | was 
sad too. The events of Tiananmen Square 
on the 4th June 1989, and the massacre of 
3,000 students had struck Hong Kong like an 
earthquake. Everyone was devastated and 
wanted to express their anger at the 
injustice of the Chinese government and 
their sorrow for the dead, wounded and 
convicted students. All Hong Kong mourned 
for them on this day; 5th June 1989. 

Everyone wore black armbands. There 
was no laughter that day. At twelve noon all 
traffic came to a halt and all the taxi drivers 
sounded their hooters. The whole of the 
British Colony stopped work then and the 
sound of hooters could be heard across the 
borders of the New Territories into China. 
The people of China were ignorant of what 
was happening in their own country. 

Every firm that possessed a fax machine 
was enlisted to use its machine to give the 
news to the Republic of China. Newspapers 
were smuggled across the border, and great 


A VIEW FROM A WINDOW ..- 


queues gathered in the street leading to the 
Bank of China to withdraw their money and 
invest it in the Hong Kong and Shanghai 
Bank. Queues also formed at the Immigration 
Office as many felt that they could not live în 
Hong Kong when China took over in 1997. 

| looked at the sea, and saw the Star Ferry 
on its way to Hong Kong Island. This ferry 
was founded in 1898 and takes 100,000 
passengers a day from Kowloon to Hong 
Kong. The ferry had been very busy that day. 
Kowloon seemed deserted. Everyone had 
gone to Hong Kong, by ferry, by underground 
and by road. All the taxi drivers filled their 
taxis and took people free of charge to the 
Happy Valley where Hong Kong was 
demonstrating its anger and its grief. 
Television cameras were at the scene, and the 
representatives of the Chinese government 
were also recording it all on video, but the 
Hong Kong Chinese were determined to let 
China and the World know of their 
abhorrence of this act of brutality. 

| had admired the Hong Kong Chinese. 
They were hard working; their children were 
well cared for and their aged parents were 
always supported. This was a country where 
there was no Welfare State, no National 
Health Service, no unemployment pay. | 
always thought that their caring was just for 
their own families - now | realised how 
mistaken | had been. They cared very deeply 
for the students of Peking. 

When | was young |, too, was interested in 
politics. | wanted to change things and to 
work towards a brave, new world, just as 
these students had done. That is why | felt 
frustrated at not being able to walk, and in 
my own small way demonstrate my disgust at 
the events of Tiananmen Square. | had seen 
on the television a brave young man approach 
each tank in turn, pleading with it not to 
proceed. | heard that he had been be-headed 
and a shiver went through me on this hot 
June evening. | pondered on the way people 
had suffered in the past for a cause in which 
they believed; but something was happening 
across the water! 


continued 


Five hundred thousand Hong Kong 
Chinese were now assembled in the Happy 
Valley. They had filled those two massive race 
courses and were overflowing into the 
streets. Was it my imagination that the sea 
was beginning to get restless and that | could 
hear voices being raised in a great surge of 
protest? Then there was the sound of 
marching feet which | thought | heard coming 
from this great assembly. It was getting dark. | 
could not see the crowds gathered in Hong 
Kong. A tiny light appeared on the Peak, 
followed by another and another, until the 
whole of the Peak was lit up. One hundred 
thousand candles had just been lit in memory 
of those students who had been killed. The 
souls of the students were ascending into 
heaven - were they going to eternal life or 
into the many mansions prepared for them? 
This | shall never know, but there is a 
Chinese saying that “Birth is not a beginning. 
Death is not the end”. 

That night | had shared with Hong Kong 
its anger and its sorrow. | had mourned with 
them, but there were other forces present, 
and | felt too confined in my room to 
appreciate them. | pulled open the French 
windows and went onto the balcony. 

The boats were still in darkness, with their 
flags half-mast. The candles were still burning 
on the Peak. The sea was calmer now. What 
was this force? | searched my mind for words 
to describe it. Resolution, commitment, 
undertaking - all passed through my brain, but 
they did not adequately express this 
atmosphere. Suffice to say, that on this night 
of nights | knew without a shadow of a doubt 
that when Hong Kong came under Chinese 
rule in 1997 the Government of China would 
never again get away with the brutality of 
Tiananmen Square, 

Each year on the 4th June the Hong Kong 
Chinese assemble to mourn the murder of 
the students of Peking and to keep alive their 
commitment to freedom. 


Florence Hawthorne 
member of Newcastle (Staffs) Branch 


has been central - from the soldier in the Old 

House manning the library to the Projects and 
CAMEOS today. 

In the latest Toc H Events brochure Projects, 
CAMEOS and Quiet Days are highlighted as 
opportunities for volunteering. Fun, friendship and 
fulfilment are just three of the things promised a 
prospective Toc H volunteer. 

However, it is not just through these Events that 
people can get involved in Toc H volunteering. The 
opportunities exist for volunteers to support the 


y n the history of Toc H the concept of volunteering 


THE TEAM BUILDING EVENT OF THE YEAR! 
TOC H BEAUJOLAIS RUN ‘97 

North Yorkshire to Paris, 20th November 1997 
sponsored by THEAKSTONS. 

In an exciting and fun event promoting teamwork, 
from midnight you & your team have to transport 
an example of Yorkshire’s finest ale from Masham 
to Paris. Prizes for most original form of transport/ 
most successful fundraisers/etc. 


TOC H FABULOUS 4 COLLECTIONS 
Birmingham: Saturday 25th October 1997 
Leeds: Saturday 1st November 1997 
These two events make up Toc H’s nationwide street 
collecting “championship” for teams of four people 
from University Rag Committees across the UK. 
Each team will collect as much money as possible 
on the day - whilst observing the Street Collection 
Regulations. The winner - the one that raises the 
most - will be announced that night, and presented 
with a Trophy at the National Rag Conference. It is 
expected that many University teams will be 
participating in the collections. Join them! 


TALBOT BEAR 
Talbot, the lovable Toc H Bear is 
looking for a loving home in your 
Branch/ Group. In his attractive Give ) 
Toc H waistcoat, Talbot promotes O 
and raises funds for Toc H. 


Postcode........................ 


| LIVE IN DIVISION [] |! 


Please return to Julie Murray, Fundraising Assistant, Toc H Central Services. 


a2 We 


LUNTEERING For FUNDRAISING 
- THE OPPORTUNITIES ARE OUT THERE 


Can YOU) make a difference 


BUNGEE 


JUMPING OR $ 


Toc H Divisional Fundraising Officers in their efforts 
to help the Movement build a brighter future. 

How can you become involved? From helping on 
collections, through organising one-off events, to 
leading a local fundraising group, all offers of help 
will be readily and thankfully accepted. 

Fun, friendship and fulfilment are just the 
beginning as a Toc H fundraising volunteer. Anyone 
interested in becoming a Toc H fundraising volunteer 
- or getting involved in any of the activities outlined 
on this page - please fill out the coupon below and 
your Divisional Fundraising Officer will be in touch. 


STREET COLLECTIONS 

We wish to arrange a number of street and 
theatre collections this autumn and in the spring 
& summer of 1998 throughout the country. We 
would like these based in areas where there are 
people willing to help us collect. Can you help? 
You will increase awareness of Toc H, remind 


people that we are still helping in the 
community as well as raise funds for Toc H 
activities. Currently, in Division 3 volunteers are 
needed to help in collections at the Eurotunnel 
Building in Folkestone on 19th & 20th July; 
Canterbury on 15th November and 
Rickmansworth on 22nd November. 


HOME BOXES 

Toc H home boxes, are now available. These 
attractive and eye catching blue boxes, bearing 
the Toc H logo are handy for collecting spare 
change which can then be put towards national 
Toc H funds. Be the first in your street with a 
Toc H home box ! 


TERRY’S LEAP OF FAITH! 
Terry Brown, Chaplain for Division 3, 
is making a sponsored parachute 


jump in August in aid of Toc H funds 
and the Boscombe Family Centre at 
which he is arranging various Toc H 
events. We wish him luck! 


Please send me details of (please tick): 


Ol Volunteering for fundraising L Terry Brown's 
parachute jump L Street Collections [] Toc H 
fabulous 4 collections L Toc H Beaujolais run ‘97 


Ol Talbot Bear L) Home collection boxes 


O 1 enclose a donation of ................ to Toc H. 


(Cheques payable to Toc H) 


POINT 2 of the Toc H Compass 


Service: “to build bravely’ 


HOW WE GOT IT TAPED! 


aving read With interest the article in 
El the April Issue of Point Three (Page 

10) about the Talking Newspaper 
Association of U.K. | now put pen to paper to 
tell you about one of the local Talking 
Newspapers, that members of Wellingborough 
Branch help to publish every week and our 
work in producing Point 3 on tape. 

It started some 18 years ago when we 
here in Wellingborough had, at our weekly 
Branch meeting, an Electronic Engineer, (who 
was also a member of the ‘Lions’) speaking to 
us about a new service for the visually 
impaired people in our local area. Towards 
the end of his talk he asked whether anyone 
present would like to offer their services to 
help with this new venture. Ten members 
volunteered to do various jobs, and were 
given roles as Readers, Recorders, Copiers, 
Engineers and Mail Sorters. 

Six months later, during ‘Jobbies Report' at 
our Branch meeting, Wally mentioned that 
the Talking Newspaper was having trouble 
with electrical equipment, and asked if we 
could help. As a retired TV engineer | offered 
to call next day, and having sorted out the 
problem and rectified the faults, was shown 
around the studio. | saw how the news was 
read, how it was recorded onto tape, and 
then copied, tested and despatched to 
listeners. Here was something that would 
enable me to use my expertise, and occupy 
my time (and mind), now that | was retired. 
| have been at the Studio every week since, 
barring holidays and illness. 

From the humble beginning in 1979, when 
we issued 26 tapes to 26 listeners, we have 
progressed, and last week we copied 500 
tapes (two to each of 250 listeners) for local 
listeners. 

Towards the end of 1989, | had a notion 
that there might be members of Toc H who 
couldn't see to read Point 3. If | recorded the 
magazine onto tape would there be anyone 
who would benefit? | mentioned the idea at 
the next Toc H meeting and all thought it was 
a good idea. | then asked the Talking 
Newspaper Committee if | could use their 
equipment to produce the tapes, and they 
were pleased to co-operate. Next | contacted 


Men ee 


Toc H at Wendover, who 
were most enthusiastic 

about the scheme, and put 
an announcement in the next 
issue of Point 3. This brought 
in six initial requests from Toc H 
members around the country. This 
advert has been repeated at regular intervals, 

and as many as 65 listeners have enjoyed 

listening to the Toc H magazine over the years. 

The first recording sent out in December | 
1989 was read from cover to cover by | 
myself. Since then a team of six Readers 
regularly record Point 3 a page at a time, to 
give the listener a change of voice (and 
dialect), but | still open the recording with a 
description of the front cover, and always 
close the session, usually with a prayer. 

Over the years we have lost some of our 
listeners - some have passed on, and two 
regained their sight after operations. We now 
have 38 listeners who frequently let us know 
how much they enjoy the service, and we 
who record it, enjoy providing the service for 
our fellow members. 


Harry C Bailey 
Wellingborough Branch 


A NEW HOME FOR 
POINT 3 ON TAPE 


arry Bailey and the Wellingborough 
Lt Branch have recently decided, with 

time and age taking its toll, that it is 
time to hand over the running of this 
excellent initiative. Harry has found a suitable 
successor, willing to take on the work and is 
in the process of handing over the ‘mantle’, 
As from the June issue, requests and 
enquiries regarding Point 3 on tape should be 
directed to Mrs. Artus who will continue to 
run the service unaltered. Her details are: 
Mrs Artus, 6 Dalewood Rise, Haverstock, 
Salisbury SPI ISF. 

Harry and crew are to be congratulated on 
establishing this invaluable service for Point 3 
readers. Their hard work over the years 
deserves our praise and gratitude. 

Our thanks also go to Mrs Artus for 
generously agreeing to take over. 


One Sunday 
morning, on 
visiting my 
parents in the 
village where | 

| was born | was 
| informed by my 
mother that an 
old friend and 
neighbour of 
hers was ill and had been taken to 
Winslow Hospital as a long-term 
patient. The year was 1958. As the old 
lady had only one visitor who lived a 
long way away from the hospital, at my 
mother’s request | went to visit her the 
following Sunday. How pleased the old 
lady was to see me, as were all the 
other patients in the wards. | knew at 
once that a little of my time given to 
each patient for a comforting chat and 
friendship meant such a lot to them all. 
| was soon to learn how important 
hospital visiting was, and what an 
important and large part of my life it 
was going to be in the years to come. 
So this was the start of my many years 
of visiting hospitals; homes for the old 
people; Group Homes for friends with 
disabilities and local people who are sick 
and lonesome. 


“Blessed are they with a cheer smile 
who stop for a chat for a little while” 


For the next twenty years my Sunday 
afternoons were to be spent at Winslow 
Hospital. As | do not own a car my Way 
of travelling between Buckingham and 
Winslow was by public transport, or a 
lift from a kind friend. | left Buckingham 


ast month in our Snapshots section we told you of Jack Holland and his 
award for achievements in the community. Below Jack fills us in on what this 
work has entailed in the start of a new series * on Toc H’s ‘unsung heroes”. 


MY STORY AS A TOC H VISITOR 


Dar Unsung Heroes 


about 1.00 pm and returned at 4.30 pm, 
sometimes in very wet and cold 
conditions. 

Most of the geriatric patients were 
very old and had long-term stays. As 
you may guess our friendship grew and 
grew; as did my love for visiting. The 
nursing staff always made me most 
welcome when | visited the hospital, 
and the patients were always pleased to 
see me and looked forward to my visits. 
My visits to Winslow took place on 
Sundays until | retired from work. 

One old friend would often meet me 
when | arrived at the hospital, his name 
was Tommy Wright. Tommy was very 
disabled but despite his disabilities, to 
me Tommy was a great and happy man. 
We usually had a chat before going into 
the hospital, as we were interested in 
local football, and knowing Tommy went 
to see Winslow Town play on Saturdays 
I would say to him, “ Well, how did they 
get on this week?” and if they lost 
Tommy would say, “Couldn't play the 
blind school”. 

The year 1977 was here and the 
rumours had begun that Winslow 
Hospital was to close. Meetings were 
held and eventually these rumours came 
true. The friends | visited had got to 
hear about the hospital closing and 
wondered what it was all about, and 
said to me “We do want you to come 
and visit us when we move”. | was so 
pleased to assure them that | would 
continue to visit them and told them 
they would always be my friends. Lots 
of these friends had only me to visit 
them as they had no relatives or if they 
had some they did not come to visit. 


MY STORY AS A TOC H VISITOR ... continued 


Some of the friends | am speaking of 
had been at the hospital since they 
were young, from perhaps in their early 
twenties, and were getting old. Some 
had been there thirty, forty and, for one 
old lady, nearly fifty years. Do you 
sometimes stop and think how lucky you 
are when you have good health? | do very 
often. No wonder my friends appreciated 
my visits, friendship and chats in the 
sitting rooms. | felt so pleased knowing | 
was helping to make their life a little 
happier and when they told me | was 
their friend, | was happy too. 

| was soon informed by the staff to 
which hospitals my friends had gone and 
| could now make my arrangements for 
visiting them at other hospitals. | then 
began visiting Stoke Mandeville, Manor 
House and Tindal Hospital. | went to 
see my old friends who had moved 
from Winslow, and also others who 
were there - some were very old and 
needed a lot of care and attention. 
When | had completed my visit to 
Tindal | said “Cheerio” to all, and 
always, “See you next week”. By now | 
was feeling tired but | felt quite happy 
as | had had a good and rewarding day 
and was sure once again | had made 
someone feel important and happy. My 
day was always a busy one, visiting 25 
wards at Stoke Mandeville, five at 
Manor House and five at Tindal 
Hospital. 


‘Anyone without a friend is 
like a garden without a flower.” 


In 1975 | met with an accident at 
work which meant early retirement for 
me. Thursday then became a very 
important day to me, - the times | have 


been grateful for having it as a gift from 
God to help me through all the years. 

When walking around the wards | 
always tried to be cheerful and a good 
listener to the patients. When patients 
say they feel better | agree they do look 
much better - | am sure this helps cheer 
them up and helps them to get well. | 
always asked the staff before | carried 
out patients’ requests such as giving 
sweets, drinks or even opening a 
window. | never sat on a bed, but 
always used a chair - using a chair 
shows more respect. 

For the last | | years | have visited the 
residents at a Freemantle Trust home 
twice a week. While there | talk to the 
residents, sometimes playing dominoes 
or joining in any activity they may be 
doing. | also send out about 200 
birthday and Christmas cards each year 
to the disabled, sick and lonely. 

My thanks are for very good health, 
which enabled me to carry on my 
visiting for so many years, a good and 
understanding wife, and my friends. My 
reward is the satisfaction of knowing | 
have always tried to help someone 
whenever possible, as a Christian 
and a good Toc H member. | hope to 
carry on for a few more years. 


Jack Holland 


if you have been quietly serving 
your community - or know someone 
who has - why not write about it for 
this new series? By informing other 
readers of the width and variety of 
Toc H’s work in the community, you 
may inspire others to pursue similar 
work and initiatives. 


È With thanks to John Biggerstaff for suggesting the idea. 


hroughout the Winter Toc H members 
from as far afield as Coupar Angus in 


Perthshire to Rushden in Northamptonshire 


beavered away making items for the Craft Fair. 
The items were sold in March at Toc H's first 
Annual Craft Fair in Skipton Town Hall. 

Jars of marmalade made in Sheffield, wood 
engravings from Buckinghamshire and soft toys 
from Middlesbrough were amongst the many 
items on sale. There were tables selling plants, 
produce, soft toys, paintings, bird boxes - a 
whole wealth of evidence of our multi-talented 
membership. Admission was free and 
refreshments were on sale - served by three 
generations of the Wroe family; my mum, Flo; 
my wife, Carole; and my daughter, Charlotte. 

| would like to thank members for their many 
and varied wonderful examples of support. A 
great day was had by all and it was marvellous to 
see members brought together from across such 


a large area. Many visitors to the Fair commented 


on how we managed to organise such an event, 


927 YEARS YOUNG! 


oe n the 21st March 
De Lindley (Mens) 
my Branch celebrated 


NF the 80th Birthday of one of its 
members. The member in 

question is Harry Brier. These 80th Birthday 
celebrations are becoming commonplace at 
Lindley as out of 12 members, six of them are 
now 80 or over - which is quite remarkable. 
At Lindley they are very fond of Pie and Pea 
suppers so they could not let the festive 
opportunity pass without partaking of this ‘food 
of the gods'. A list of members, with their 
respective ages (given quite freely) reads : 
Sydney, 80; Hubert, 76; Wilfred, 89; Keith, 63; 
George, 92; Arnold, 85; Gerald, 78; Harold, 84; 
Geoff, 72; Ron, 76; Harry, 80; and Rodney, 52. 
All are regular attenders - apart from one who 
is not as well as he might be. Three are 
founder members of the Branch dating from 
1952; namely Ron, Sydney and Arnold. The 
combined ages of the members is 927 years! 


Keith Watson 


SNAPSHOTS 


a flavour of Toc H events around the country 


FIRST ANNUAL TOC H FAIR: £513.68! 


bringing people and goods together. 

One disappointment was the lack of tourist 
coaches to the Town Hall car park. Usually in 
the region of thirty, on the day there were only 
three. As the preceding weeks had been cold 
and wet we believe many trips, had been 
cancelled which was unfortunate as the day was 
very pleasant for the time of year. 

However, the best news of all is that the Fair 
has raised £513.68 for Toc H. 

All your practical support is greatly 
appreciated and | hope to be in touch soon 
with plans for the second ANNUAL TOC H 
CRAFT FAIR! As it was the first time that 
anything on this scale had been organised, there 
were teething troubles, but lessons have been 
learnt. Audrey Smith and | have met to review 
our experience so that next time it will be even 
closer to perfection and even more successful! 


Stuart Wroe 
Fundraising Officer, Division | 


FAREWELL TO 
BRIGHTON “BELLES” 


he Brighton Branch has finally closed after 
i 57 years of Toc H. A short service was 

held in March to acknowledge all that 
Toc H has been to the members and the many 
others it has touched in the Brighton area over 
the years. lt was a real act of celebration and 
thanksgiving, and the small party which followed 
was full of stories and reminiscing. Remarkably, 
the four remaining members, all ladies, had 180 
years of Toc H membership between them. 


Terry Brown 
Chaplain/Development Officer, Division 3 


ta F 
$ 


The photo shows (from left to right): Terry Brown; and remaining 
members Phoebe Ricketts, Pearl May, Edna Bone, 
Molley Williams and Terry's wife, Sue. 


| SNAPSHOTS 


a flavour of Toc H events around the country 


MAUNDY GIFTS TO 
MELTON MOWBRAY 
RESIDENTS 


uring the week before Easter members of 
D the Melton Mowbray Branch presented 240 
gifts to patients in the Melton Mowbray 
hospitals and people in nursing and residential homes. 
Mrs Louie Palmer, chairman of the Evening 
Branch, said: “We have been doing this for 30 or 40 
years. We give each person toiletries including a fluffy 
flannel and soap and cheer them up with a chat.” 
The work of the Melton Mowbray Branches 
includes outings and meals for physically disabled 
and elderly people; transport for the visually 
impaired; birthday gifts to children at Craven Lodge 
School and to residents at Catherine Dalley Home 
for the elderly. 


SKELMORLIE BRANC 
SUPPORTS SWIMMING 
INITIATIVE 


embers of the 
M 75th Ayrshire 

(Skelmorlie) 
Cub Scout Pack have 
won swimming badges E. Binner, Treasurer, (left) and Bill Cowie, 
and certificates, thanks Chairman, (right), with the cub scouts. 
in part to Toc H. The Skelmorlie and Wemyss Bay 
Branch sponsors swimming training for its local 
youngsters. Transport to and from the Pool and 
professional coaching for ten monthly visits in the 
year is subsidised by the Bert Plummer Toc H Young 
Swimmers Fund, the Trustees of which are, ex 
officio, the Chairman, Secretary and Treasurer of 
Toc H Scotland. 


' LETTERS 


feedback from readers, members and those involved in Toc H 


e The words “Thank you” seem to be a dying ® | look on myself as a still relatively young 


remark these days and used less and less. It 
seems to be far more fashionable and easier to 
criticise rather than applaud, and as a Toc H 
member of long standing with a somewhat guilty 
conscience sometimes pricking, | would like to 
try to make amends by thanking three people in 
particular who must have endured much stress, 
strain and criticism and no doubt still are, for 
having had the courage to face up to the task of 
saving Toc H from oblivion. They are: Mike 
Lyddiard, Alan Johnson and Gerry Conibeer. 
Toc H owes these three people an immense 
debt of gratitude, and no doubt there are others 
whose names are not known but who have 
played an important supporting role. Toc H in 
general has helped me to face up to and come 
through many difficult situations but | shall be 
eternally grateful to two Toc H members who | 
can now call true friends who helped me to pull 
through a particularly hellish phase in my life. 
Toc H has a very important and vital role to play 
in helping the Good Lord to reconcile what 
appears to be a very hostile world, with its 
friendships, service and wise counsel - it is His 
hands and voice. Thank you Mike, Alan and Gerry 
and my two Toc H friends, and may the Good 
Lord continue to give you wisdom, strength and 
courage to continue the good work. 

Winnie Nelson 

Bicester 


‘veteran’ of approximately 35 Toc H Projects, 
CAMEOS, major Toc H functions and many 
other Toc H activities. 

| would like to write to Point 3 and state that 
the recent ‘Power in Poetry" CAMEO at 
Glasshouses near Pately Bridge was the best 
Toc H activity | have ever been on. The ‘Mental 
Health and Poverty' CAMEO at Colsterdale and 
the ‘Loneliness’ CAMEO in Lincolnshire ran it 
pretty close but, that said, the recent CAMEOS 
run by different facilitators or ‘hosts’ are, if 
anyone is thinking of going on one, absolutely 
first-rate. 

At the ‘Poetry’ CAMEO, even as an old hand 
at this sort of activity, all the ‘loosening up’ 
games and the whole focus of the weekend's 
CAMEO were refreshingly new to me - 
including the ‘circle dancing’. 

Nice one Toc H! And my thanks to Martin 
and Debby whose first major Toc H activity it 
was and who brought such a refreshing gale of 
fun to such an old hand as me. Cheers! 

Tony Wye 
Middlesbrough 


The membership page has been exten 
standing devotion to Toc H. One, Coli 
high profile member; ‘Doc’ Mitchell. 


‘DOC’ MITCHELL - a man 
of calm and quiet serenity 


Dr S F Mitchell, or 
‘Doc’ Mitchell, who 
died in April, played a 
key role in leading the 
men and women of 
N° Toc H to integration in 
Ma] 1971. As Chair of the 
| Men's movement in the 
y years leading up to this 
| momentous change, he 
as was involved in helping 
to draw up the new Royal Charter. He and 
Marjorie Berry, Chair of the Women’s 
Association, shared the chairmanship of the Joint 
Executive Team which prepared the way for 
integration and the joint Central Council 
meeting which finally adopted it. His quiet 
authority and his charm were key elements in 
ensuring the acceptance of this change. 

‘Doc’ joined Toc H in Beckley in 1938, near 
Rye in Sussex, where he was the village doctor 
for more than 40 years. During the war he 
served in the Royal Army Medical Corps and 
perhaps it was that experience which made him 
particularly interested in Toc H’s work with the 
Services. He chaired the Services Committee for 
many years and regularly visited our clubs in 
Germany. Other roles included Chair of the 
South East Region and, long-standing Director of 
Outreach 3-Way, Edgar Wallace's ambitious 
project in Crawley. But whatever his 
contribution to the national and regional scene, 
he remained a keen and active member of his 
local Branch until it finally closed a few years 
ago. The Branch, in fact, met in the barn 
alongside his home, which he had converted 
into a hall, used not only by Toc H but by the 
community. 

A keen musician, he was organist and 
choirmaster in the village church. Members of 
Central Council will recall that he frequently 
played the organ at services during Council 
weekend, which he continued to attend as a 
Vice-President. But it is not so much his practical 
contribution, as leader and musician, that | recall 
today. | remember much more vividly the 
personality of the man. Even in the noisy rush 


CHANGES TO TOC H MEMBERSHIP 


fresh faces and fond farewells 


ded to pay tribute to two individuals of long- 
n Stevenson, a former member staff; the other a 


and hurry of a Council weekend he had an 
extraordinary presence of calm and quiet 
serenity. One friend said that he never saw him 
run except on the cricket field - yes, he was also 
a keen village cricketer. He had a natural charm 
which, in my experience, was unique. Many 
who could not claim to know him particularly 
well will nonetheless feel that they have lost a 
special friend. KPB 


COLIN STEVENSON - 
the longest serving 
member of Staff 


E y Colin Stevenson, who 


y 


| died in February 
shortly before his 94th 
birthday, first met 

| Toc H in Leicester, 

| where he lived in the 
1 Toc H Mark. He joined 
the staff in December 
1929 to become, after 
some 40 years, the 

SS longest serving 
member of the staff. 

He served in Leicester, then in Manchester, 
and finally back in Leicester. In Manchester he 
is particularly remembered for having been 
largely responsible for initiating the Manchester 
Children's Camp, and the Manchester Hospital 
Broadcasting Association, which both exist to 
this day. He also built up some 46 units with a 
membership of nearly one thousand. In his 
retirement he initiated and edited the much 
appreciated ‘Former Staff” newsletter. 

While he would have been embarrassed to 
hear himself described as one of the Toc H 
‘greats’, he certainly contributed greatly to the 
Movement. He possessed a remarkable 
memory for names and faces, and his concern 
extended to members’ wives and families. 
Whilst no orator, he excelled in one-to-one 
relationships and small groups. His friendship, 
once established, was deep and abiding. Many 
new staff members were taught and guided by 
Colin, and he and his wife Mary always held an 
‘open door’ for all who sought their friendship 
or support. GLL 


| CHANGES TO TOC H MEMBERSHIP 


fresh faces and fond farewells 


gular feature, Point 3 


acknowledges both those who are new to membership and those who sadly have passed on. In welcoming 


very member makes an invaluable, individual contribution to loc H. Ina re 
ame by listing the ‘hidden talents’ 


new members we hope to give you a flavour of the person behind the n E i 
individuals have told us about on their application form. The Tributes and Farewells provide a limited opportunity 


à TA Re i e to a close. 
to recognise the individual contributions made by those whose membership has sadly com 


WE LCOM ES e Daphne Haycock, member of Stony Stratford 
and Wolverton Branch. A member of Toc H from 
e Jessie Horton, member of Ashby de la Zouch the Branch's beginning and a tireless worker for 
id Toc H, the Branch are grateful to have known her 
e Barbara Tucker, member of Bideford Branch. and their sympathy goes to her husband and 


family. EM 
Winifred E Wheadon, member of Wessex 
District. Winifred had been associated with Toc H 


e Andrew Ford, member of Dogtag. 


David Woods, member of Dogtag. 


* Lilian Burnett, member of Falmouth Branch. from at least the 1950s. In a quiet way she was 
Um È Iuris uen), iene el are, our quite active in local Branches and also in helping 
Palatina musielana led eimaking, at Regional level. She treasured a visiting card 

e Arthur Bennett, member of Harpenden Branch. Tubby had given to her. CW 


e Joseph Noble, member of Jedburgh Branch. 


Lille Dye, member of Bideford Branch. In her 
* Hugh Queen, member of Jedburgh Branch. years with Toc H Lille held several offices, latterly 
Vice Chairman of the Bideford Joint Branch. She 


« Peter M i ber of Kennington Branch. 
e dE RES will be remembered by her Branch. DC 


¢ Samson Odufona, member of London District 
Branch. Samson is a software engineer. 


Mary Bell member of Rushden Afternoon 
Branch. Mary had been a very loyal and helpful 
supporter of all branch activities over the last five 
years and will be greatly missed by members. 


Their sympathies go to her husband Eric and 
* Keith Tippey, member of New Tees Group. family. GL 


e Martin Brownlee, member of North East 
Projects Group. Martin is a journalist and is 
interested in poetry and the arts. 


© Shirley Ellis, member of Rushden Branch. 


FAREWELLS 


e Joyce Chambers, member of Saltford Branch. 


* Gersem Tin, member of Tubby’s * Clive Wheat, member of South East and West 
Poperinge Group. Herts Branch. 
* Emilie Verroken, member of Tubby's e Mary Bell, member of Rushden Branch. 
Poperinge Group. * ‘Lille’ Dye, member of Bideford Branch. 
e ‘Doc’ Mitchell, member of South East Region. 


TRI BUTES * John Tyzack, member of Warwickshire District. 


* ‘Jack’ Nicholson, member of Sunderland 


e Florence Maxey, member of Leeds Ladies 
Branch. 


Branch. A true Christian lady and loyal Toc H 
member who was a valuable support to the 


Branch. The Leeds Ladies Branch give thanks for 
her life, and will miss her. MS * Jack Hooper, member of Wessex District. 


* ‘Jack’ Trefusis, member of London District. 
* Raymond Cross, member of Springfields District. 


* Leonard Hurley, member of Wessex District. 


Doris Humphrey, of the late Broadwater 
Branch. She first joined Toc H in Eastbourne, 
where she was a most keen and enthusiastic 
member, and when she later moved to Minehead 


* Margaret Sword, member of Coupar 
Angus Branch. 


* Phyllis Triscott, member of Plympton Branch. 


she started a Branch there. Her good advice and * Winifred Wheadon, member of Wessex District. 
enthusiasm were always enjoyed and taken * Elsie Wiseman, member of London District. 
advantage of. MO * ‘Biddy’ Woodruff, member of Brandon Branch. 


» A LITTLE TOC H CENT 
IN THE EAST i 


As a movement | think we are of 

of our assets. This was certainly n anne 
me. After nearly 14 years of involvement in 
Toc H, relocation took myself and the family to 
the Lincolnshire fens and we found EA 
living three miles away from the “Den”. 

Poachers Den is situated in the small village 
of West Pinchbeck, close to the market town 
of Spalding. As | have discovered for myself, 
this is a beautiful part of the country, with lots 
to do and see (ideal for a holiday project or 
event). The towns of Boston and Stamford (of 
Middlemarch fame) are close by, and the city 
of Peterborough, with all the amenities you 
would expect of a modern city, is just over 
half an hour away. 

The Den itself is compact. The kitchen has 
all mod cons, including a freezer and new 
microwave. lt sleeps 14 people in two 
bedrooms and a twin-bedded Leader's room. 
Looking out of the main lounge there is a 


CARERS WEEK 


9th - 14th June, 1997 


Nearly seven million people in the UK are 
carers. In other words one adult in seven 
looks after a relative or friend who cannot 
manage without help because of sickness, 
age or disability. Carers are often elderly or 
in poor health and have difficulty in coping 
with the pressures of their caring role. Caring 
can be physically exhausting, emotionally 
stressful and lonely. Carers often feel isolated, 
unsupported and alone. Carers Week aims to 
raise awareness of the needs of carers. 
Further details available from Carers National 
Association, Tel: 0171 490 8818. 


MUSIC FOR A 
SUMMER’S EVENING 


Saturday 14th June - 7.30 pm 

Queen's College, Taunton 

Taunton and District Branch presents a 
concert for Carers Week featuring 


NOTICES 


panoramic view of the fens, with the Bourne 
Hills in the distance - who said Lincolnshire is 
as flat as a pancake! 

Some of you may know the Den of old, but 
all are invited to join us in three weekends of 
decorating, cleaning and fun on May 30th - 
June Ist, June 20th - 22nd (when we will be 
having the visit of the Division | Dash Team) 
and July 25th -27th. Details of these events 
can be found from Sally Simms, Tel: 01933 
227701, and bookings for the Den can be 
made by contacting Kath Alexander, Tel: 
01775 87268. 

So why not join us and discover the little 
Toc H centre in the East? 

Louisa Evans 


1997 EVENTS BROCHURE 


Copies of the 1997 Events Brochure, 
promoting this year's programme of events 
and projects are still available. If you would 
like a brochure or can distribute some locally, 
please contact Sarah Claridge or John 
Biggerstaff at Central Services. 


WHAT”S ON 


a guide to forthcoming Toc H events and opportunities 


Somerset Opera On Tour and Castle 
School Band. Compered by Liz Speight of 
HTV. Tickets: Adult: £4.50; Child under 12: 
£1. Available from Gillian Greig Music, 44 
Kingston Road, Taunton, or CNA, | 

Fairfield Drive, Williton, TA4 4SX. 
(Cheques payable to CNA, Taunton & 
District Branch). Proceeds will go towards 
sending a group of carers away for a week's 
holiday in Devon - a venture which involves 
close liaison between Toc H and the Carers 
National Association, and which proved a 
great success last year. 


A TREE AND COFFEE 
MORNING 


On Saturday 12th July a Coffee Morning is 
being held at the Toc H Centre, Rushden. lt 
is a coffee morning with a difference as the 
coffee/tea will be free. “TREES” are the 
reason people are being invited. Go along 
and donate a pound for a tree in Brixworth 
Country Park. 


n interesting item of Toc H 

‘memorabilia’ was forwarded 

to me recently by a reader.* 
The set of stamps reproduced below, 
was designed and donated to Toc H 
by a member in the 1940s. Copied 
and produced in mass quantities, the 
stamps were then sold in aid of the 
All Hallows Restoration Fund. 


ower Hill was bright with bunting 

and multi-coloured flags fluttering 

in the sunshine when the Queen 
came there on Monday, July 19, to lay the 
foundation stone of the new north aisle of 
All Hallows, Berkyngechirche, the portion 
which will again house the parent Lamp of 
Toc H and will be restored, with 
the help of our family, as the 
special shrine of the movement. 
The shell of the old 
blitzed church was 
packed to capacity 
with a widely 


ALL HALLOWS 
“LOWE! 


representative 
congregation, and in 
the neighbouring 
Trinity Square gardens a huge 
marquee held an equally diverse | a 
‘overflow’ of 1,200 people. 

The arrival of Her Majesty, escorted by 
Yeoman Warders from the Tower of 
London and heralded by a fanfare of 
trumpets, was signal for the simple service 
to commence with the singing of the 
National Anthem, followed by these 
words, spoken by the Founder Padre: 

“Today, All Hallows begins to rise again, 
not only as the earliest parish Church 


il ANIE 


Moine Back in Time 


” extracts from the archive. 


Destroyed by German bombers in 
the Second World War, the rebuilding 
of All Hallows Church was Tubby’s 
first priority in the post-war period. 
Also reproduced here is an account of 
the first step along that path - the 
laying of the foundation stone by the 
Queen in July 1948. 


within the City, but as the Guild Church of 
a scattered family of Christian faith and 
unpretentious practice.” 

Soon, the Foundation Stone, a granite 
block hewn and given by Toc H St lves, 
being lowered into position, was dedicated 


i DE Bishop of London. Then was heard 


the voice of the Queen, speaking 
in a firm and clear tone, after she 
had well and truly laid the stone. 
a Through a lane in 
the crowds came a 
procession, wending 
its way across 
Tower Hill - led by 
the Bishop of 
London, in cope and 


mitre, and followed by banners of 
Toc H Branches, no less than 120 
of them, borne by members 
mainly from London and the Home 
Counties. 

Then came the Queen herself, looking 
radiant and happy, frequently pausing to 
exchange a friendly word with fellow 
members and civic dignitaries. 


Extract from September issue of Toc H Journal, 1948. 


* Thanks to Des Bonner, Secretary of Buckingham Branch. 


